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Superfluity, n.f [ fuper fluite, Fr. from fuperfiuous.] More 
than enough ; plenty beyond ufe or neceffitv. 

Having this way eafed the church, as they thought, of fu- 
pcrjiuity , they went on till they had plucked up even thofe 
things which alfo had taken a great deal deeper root. Hooker. 

i hey are as Pick that furfeit with too much, as they that 
ffarve v/ith nothing ; therefore it is no mean happinefs to be 
feated in the mean : fuperfluity comes fooner by white hairs, 
but competency lives longer. ' Sbakefpeare. 

A quiet mediocrity is Hill to be preferred before a troubled 
fuperfluity. Suckling. 

Like the fun, let bounty fpread her ray. 

And fhine that fuperfluity away. ’ Pope. 

Superfluous, adj. [fuper 2nd fluo, Lit.fupcrflu, Fr.] Exu- 
berant; more than enough; unneceilary; oftenfive by being 
more than fufficient. 

I think it fuperfiuous to ufe any words of a fubjeeffo praifed 
in itfelf as it needs no praifes. " Sidney. 

When a thing ceafeth to be available unto the end which 
gave it being, the continuance of it mull: then appear fuperflu- 

Hooker. 

Our f iperfuous lacqueys and our peafants. 

Who in unneceilary add: ion fwarm 

About our fquares of battle. Sbakefpeare' s Henry V. 

A proper title of a peace, and purchas’d * 

At if uperfluous rate. Sbakefpeare. 

As touching the miniftring to the faints, it is fuperfiuous to 
Write, ^ 2 Cor. ix. i. 

Horace will our fuperfiuous branches prune, 

Give us new rules, and let our harp in tune. RoJ, 'common. 

if ye know, 

Why alk ye, and fuperfuous begin 

Your meflage, like to end as much in vain ? Milton. 

Supe'rfluousness. n.f. [hom fuperfuous.'] The ftate of be- 
ing fuperfiuous. 

Su'perflux. n. f. [fuper and fluxus , Latin.] That which is 
more than is wanted. 

Take phyfick, pomp ; 

Expofe thyfelf to feel what wretches feel, 

That thou may’ll (hake the fuper flux to them. Sbakefpeare. 

Superhu'man. ad}. [Jiiper and huinanus, Latin.] Above the 
nature or power cf man. 

Superimpregna / tion. ii. f. [fuper and impregnation.] Su- 
perconception ; fuperfetation. 

Superincu'mbent. n.f. [fuper and incumbens , Latin.] Ly- 
ing on the top of fomething elfe. 

It is fometimes fo extremely violent, that it forces the ft - 
perincumbent ftrata ; breaks them all throughout, and thereby 
perfectly undermines and ruins their foundations. 

Woodward. 

To Superindu'ce. v.a. [fuper and induce, Latin.] 

j. To bring in as an addition to fomething elfe. 

Relation is not contained in the real exigence of things, 
but fomething extraneous and fuperinduced. Locke . 

In children, favages, and ill-natured peop’e, learning not ha- 
ving call their native thoughts into new moulds, nor by fuper- 
inducing foreign doddrines, confounded thofe fair characters na- 
ture had written, their innate notions might lie open. Locke. 

2. To bring on as a thing not originally belonging to that on 
which it is brought. 

To Juperinduce any virtue upon a perfon, take the living 
creature in which that virtue is molt eminent. Bacon. 

Cuftom and corruption juperinduce upon us a kind of necef- 
fity of going on as we began. L'Efl range. 

Father is a notion fuperinduced to the fubftance or man, and 
refers only to an act of that thing called man, whereby he con- 
tributed to the generation of one of his own kind, let man 
be what it will. Locke. 

Long cuftom of finning [uperinduccs upon the foul new and 
abfurd defires, like the diftemper of the foul, feeding only up- 
on filth and corruption. South's Sermons. 

Superindu'ction. n.f [from fuper and induce.] The aft of 
fuperinducing. 

A good inclination is but the firft rude draught of virtue; 
the fuperinduBion of ill habits quickly deface it. South. 

Superinje'ction. n.f. [fuper and injediiou.] An injection 
fucceeding upon another. Did?. 

Superinstitu'tion. n.f [fuper and inflitution.] [Inlaw.] 
One infeitution upon another ; as if A be inftituted and ad- 
mitted to a benefice upon a title, and B be inftituted and ad- 
mitted by the prefentation of another. Bailey. 

To SUPERINTEND. v. a. [fuper and intend.] To overfee; 
to overlook ; to take care of others with authority. 

The king will appoint a council who may fuperintend 
the works of this nature, and regulate what concerns the co- 
lonies. Bacon's Advice to Villiers. 

This argues defign, and a fuperintending wifdorn, power 
and providence in this fpecial bufinefs of food. Derham. 

Angels, good or bad, muft be furnifhed with prodigious 
knowledge, to overfee Perfia and Grecia of old ; or if any 
fuch fuperintend the affairs of Great Britain now. Watts , 
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Superintendence. }„./ [from /«/>«■ and intlnd . 

Superinte'ndenCy. 5 riour care 5 the aft of ZA 3 - Su i*- 
authority. 01 overfe emg with 

Such an umverfal fuperintcndency has the eve and 1 , 

providence over all, even the moil minute and \TcLn of 
things. ^nconliderabij. 


The divine providence, which hath a vifibk “ feA ! . 
being of every man, is yet more obfervable in ; A" 0 the 
dency over focieties. ^ s J u p&nrten. 

An admirable indication of the divine filtering ; GreUi ‘ 
management. J F^intendence and 

Superintendent, n.f [fuperintendant, Fr. from Aw ^ er ^ a% 
One who overlooks others authoritatively. -contend] 

Next to Brama, one Deuendre is the fuperintend™* \ • 
who hath many more under him. J 1 t,, deit }'> 


• • r y „ _ ‘‘* wu IIILII Of VirfllP o J 

rejoice to fee thcmfelves conduaed by thofe whn n ’ d 
the care of a fupremc being, and who think ’ themfdveT 

Srs C t0 C Sfeat J SC Su t erinUni ™ of human 7 

perio'ritv. n .f. [from fuperiour.] Pre-eminence ; tfi' 
hty of being greater or higher than another in any refer? 
oellarmine makes the fAr-rml „ j . J r 


. Oellarmine makes the formal aft of adoration to" fcfe 
jedtion to a fuperiour; but he makes the mere annrph. r 
of excellency to include the formal reafon of it ; whereas m ^ 

excellency Without fuperiority doth not require any fubieSion 
but only eftimation. V . J g, 011 

The perfon who advifes, does in that particular' £ 

a fufmonty over us, thinking us defeSive in our conduci „ 
underftandmg. 

S u PE RIOUR. aelj. [fuperieur, Yr. fuperior, Latin ] * 

1 • Higher ; greater in dignity or excellence ; preferable or me- 
ferred to another. 1 c 

In commending another you do yourfelf right; for he that 
you commend is either fuperiour to you in that you commend 
or mfenour ; if he be inferiour, if he be to be commended’ 
you much more: if he b z fuperiour, if heTe not to be com- 
mended, you much lefs glorious. 

Although fuperior to the people, yet not fuperior to tfceir 
own voluntary engagements once palled from them. Taylor 
Heaven takes part with the opprelTed, and tyrants are upon 
their behaviour to a fuperior power. L'Ejhange. 

Superior beings above us, who enjoy perfect happinefs, are 
more fteadily determined in their choice of good than we, and 
yet they are pot lefs happy or lefs free than we are. Locke. 

He laughs at men of far fuperiour underftandings to his, 
for not being as well dreiTed as himfelf. Swift, 

2 . Upper ; higher locally. 

By the refraaion of the fecond prifm, the breadth of the 
image was not encreafed, but its fuperiour part, which in the 
firft prifm fuffered the greater refraction, and appeared violet 
and blue, did again in the fecond prifm fuffer a greater refra- 
aion than its inferiour part which appeared red and yellow. 

Newtons Opticks, 

3. Free from emotion or concern; unconquered. 

From am id ft them forth he pafs’d, 

Long way through hoftile fcorn ; which he fuftain’d 
Superior , nor of violence fear’d ought. Milton . 

Here paftion firft I felt. 

Commotion ftrange ! in all enjoyments elfe 
Superior and unmov’d. Milton . 

There is not in earth a fpeaacle more worthy than a great 
man fuperiour to his fufferings. Addiforis Spectator. 

Supe/riour. n.f. One more excellent or dignified than an- 
other. 

Thofe under the great officers of ftate, have more frequent 
opportunities for the exercife of benevolence than their fupt~ 
riour s. Addiforis Spcftator. 

Superla'tion. n.f. [ fuperlatio , Latin.] Exaltation of any 
thing beyond truth or propriety. 

There are words that as much raife a ftyle as others can 
deprefs it ; fuperlation and overmuchnefs amplifies : it may 
be above faith, but not above a mean. Ben. Johnfon* 

SUPERLATIVE, adj. [fuperlatif, Y x .fuperlativus, Latin.] 

1. Implying or expreffing the higheft degree. 

It is an ufual way to give the fuperlative unto things of emi- 
nence ; and when a thing is very great, prefently to define it 
to be the greateft of all. Brown's V ulgar Errourf 

Some have a violent and turgid manner of talking and think' 
ing ; they are always in extremes, and pronounce concerning 
every thing' in the fuper lative. Watts* 

2. Rifing to the higheft degree. 

The high court of parliament in England is 

Bacon's Advice to Vill^ 

Martyrdoms I reckon amongft miracles ; becaufe they 
to exceed the ftrength of human nature; and I may do the i* e 
of fuperlative and admirable holinefs. ’ 

The generality of its reception is with many the pcrfiiau.no 
argument of its fuperlative defert; and common judges me 
fure excellency by numbers. Glanvi 

Ingratitude 
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ingratitude ancUompaffion never cohabit in the Tame breafi; 
Kbich (hews the fuperlative malignity of this vice, and the 
bafenefs of the mind in which it dwells. South s Set mens. 

fiuPE'Rt-ATIVELY. adv. [ItomfiperlameJ 
. I n a manner of fpeech expreffing the higheft degree. 

I fball not fpeak fuperlatively of them ; but that T may tru y 
fay, they are fecond to none in the Chriftian world. Bacon. 

o 1 11 the higheft degree. . . , 

Tiberius was bad enough in his youth; but fuferlatively 

in d monftroufly fo in his old age. South's Sermons. 

The Supreme Being is a fpirit moft excellently glorious, Ju- 
terlativelv powerful, wife and good, Creator of all things. Bent. 
Supe'reativeness. n.f. [from fuperlative.] Theftateofbe- 
ing in the higheft degree. — , , . , 

Superlu'nar adj. [Juper and luna.] Not fublunary ; placed 
above the moon ; not of this world. 

The mind, in metaphyficks, at a lofs, 

May wander in a wildernefs of mofs ; 

The head that turns at fuperlunar things, 

Pois’d with a tail, may fleer on Wilkins’ wings. Dunciad . 
Supernal, adj. [fupernus, Latin.] 

1. Having an higher pofition ; locally above us. 

Bv heaven and earth was meant the folid matter and fub- 
ftance, as well of all the heavens and orbs jupernaf as of the 
globe of the earth and waters which covered it Raleigh. 

1. Relating to things above ; placed above ; caeleftial ; heaven- 

ly. 

That fipernal Judge that ftirs good thoughts 
In any breaft of ltrong authority. 

To look into the bolts and ftains of right, Sbakefpeare. 

He with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged mefiengers, 

On errands of fupernal grace. Milton. 

Both glorying to have ’fcap’d the Stygian flood, 

As gods, and by their own recover'd ftrength, 

Not by the fuff’rance of juper r,al pow’r. Milton. 

SUPERNATANT, ad}. [ fupernatans , Latin.] Swimming 
above. 

Whilft the fubftance continued fluid, I could fhake it with 
the f/pernatant menftruum, without making between them any 
true union. Boyle. 

Supernata'tion. n.f [Com fuper nato^ Latin.] The aft of 
fwimmingon the top of anything. 

Touching the fupematation of bodies, take of aquafortis 
two ounces, of quickfilver two drams, the dift’olution will not 
bear a flint as big as a nutmeg. Bacon's Nat. Hi/lory. 

Bodies are differenced hy juper natation^ as floating on wa- 
ter; for chryftal will fink in water, as carrying in its own 
bulk a greater ponderofity than the fpace of any water it doth 
occupy; and will therefore only fwim in molten metal and 
quickfilver. Brozvn's Bulgar Err ours. 

Supernatural, adj. [fuper and natural.] Being above the 
powers of nature. 

There refteth either no way unto falvation, or if any, then 
furely a way which is fupernaturaf a way which could never 
have entered into the heart of a man, as much as once to 
conceive or imagine, if God himfelf had not revealed it ex- 
traordinarily ; for which caufe we term it the myftery or fe- 
cret way of falvation. Hooker. 

When fupe'- natural duties are neceflarily exacted, natural 
are not rejected as needlefs. Hooker. 

The underftandmg is fecured by the perfection of its own 
nature, or by fupe' natural affiftance. Tillotfon. 

What mills of providence are thefe, 

Through which we cannot feet 
So faints by fupernatural power fet free 
Are left at laft in martyrdom to die. Dryden. 

Superna'tur ally. ado. [Irom Jupei natural.] In a manner 
above the couife or power of nature. 

1 he Son ol God came to do every thing in miracle, to love 
fuper naturally, and to pardon infinitely, and even to lay down 
the Sovereign while he aftumed the Saviour. South's Sermons. 
oupernu'merar y. adj. [ [upernumeraire, Fr fuper and numerus, 
Lat.] Being above a ftated, a neceflkry, an ufual, or a round 
number. 

Well if thrown out, as fupernumerary 
To my juft number found f Milton's Paradife Lojl. 

. foty three years there may be loft eighteen days, omit- 
ting the intercalation of one day every fourth year, allowed 
for this quadrant or fix hours fupernumerary. Brown. 

The odd or Jupernumerary lix hours are not accounted in 
the three years after the leap year. Holder. 

. produce of this tax is adequate to the fervices for which 
it is defigned, and the additional tax is proportioned to the /a- 
pemumerary expence this year. dddiforis Freeholder. 

Antiochus Eupator began to augment his fleet; but the Ro- 
man fenate ordered his fupernumerary veflels to be burnt. 

hr. . Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Jupernumerary canon is one who does not receive any of 
; H°nts or emoluments of the church, but only lives and 
erves there on a future expedation of fome prebend. Ay life. 
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Su'perplant. n.f [fuper a . n & plant .] A plant growing up- 
on another plant. 

No fuperplant is a formed plant but mifletoe. . Bacon. 

To Superpo'nder ate. v.a. [fuper and pondero, Latin.] To 
weigh over and above. _ Dt£i. 

Superproportion, n.f [fper and proportio, Latin.] Over- 
plus of proportion. 

No defeCt of velocity, which requires as great a fuperpropor- 
tion in the caufe, can be overcome in an inftant. Digby. 

SuperpuRGa'tion. ri. f. [fupe>purgation,Yv. fuper and purga- 
tion.] More purgation than enough. 

There happening a fuperpurgation, he declined the repeating 
of that pu rge. # Wifeman's S urgery. 

Superrefle'xion. n.f [fuper 2nd. reflexion.] Reflexion of 
an image reflected. 

Place one glafs before and another behind, you fliall fee 
the glafs behind with the image within the glafs before, and 
again the glafs before in that, and divers fuch fupsrrtflextonsj 
titl the fpecies fpeciei at laft die. Bacon's Natural Hiflory . 

Supersa'lienc y. n.f. [fuper and falio , Latin; this were 
better written fuper fi Lency.] The aCt of leaping upon any thing. 
Their coition is by fuperfallency , like that of horfes. 

Brown . 

To Superscribe, v.a. [fl<per 2nd feribo, Latin.] To in- 
feribe upon the top or outfide. 

Fabretti and others believe, that by the two fortunes were 
only meant in general the goddefs who fent profperity or af- 
flictions, and produce in their behalf an ancient monument, 
fuperferibed. Addifon . 

Superscription, n.f. [fuper and feriptio, Latin.] 

1. The aCt of fuperferibing. 

2. That which is written on the top or outfide. 

Doth this churlifh Juper ft ig tion 
Portend fome alteration in good will. Sbakefpeare' s Id. VI. 
Read me the fuperfeription of thefe letters ; I know not 
which is which. Sbakefpeare' s Timon of Athens. 

Let me love her my fill 
No fuperfer iptions of fame. 

Of honour or good name, 

No thought but to improve 

The gentle and quick approaches of my love. Suckling . 

I learn of my experience, not by talk. 

How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their Juper fcriptl on-, in profperous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfe withdraw their head. Miltonl 
It is enough her ftone 
May honour’d be with fuperjeription 
Of the foie lady, who had pow'r to move 
1 he great Northumberland. Waller. 

To Supersede, v.a. [fuper and f-deo , Latin ] To make 
void or inefficacious by fuperiour power ; to fet afide. 

Paffion is the drunkennefs of the mind; and therefore in 
its prefent workings not controlablc by reafon ; for as much 
as the proper elfeCl of it is, for the time, to fuperfede the work- 
ings of reafon. South's Sermons. 

In this genuine acceptation of chance, nothing is fuppofed 
that can fuperjede the known laws of natural motion. 

Bentley. 

SUPERSE'DEAS. [Inlaw.] Is a writ which lieth in divers 
and fundry cafes ; in all which it fignifies a command or requeft 
to flay or forbear the doing of that which in appearance of law 
were to be done, were it not for the caufe whereupon the writ 
is granted I . for example, a man regularly is to have furetv of 
peace againft him of whom he will {wear that he is afraid ; and 
the juftice required hereunto cannot deny him : yet if the 
party be formerly bound to the peace, in chancery or elfe- 
where, this writ lieth to, flay the juftice from doing that, 
which otherwife he might not deny. ] Cowel . 

The far diftance of this county from the court, hath here- 
tofore afforded it a fuperfedeas from takers and purveyours- 

c . Carew's Survey of Cornwall. 

Superse RVICEABLE. adj. f fuper 2nd ferviceable ] Over offi- 
cious ; more than is neceflary or required. 

A §l^s- gazing fuper f trviccable finical rogue. Sbakefpeare . 

SUPERS TI I ION. n.f. [fuperfition, Fr. fuperfitio, Latin] 

1 U ™ ecefi fy ^ ear or f crii pl es in religion ; obfervance of unne- 
ceiiary and uncommanded rites or praaices ; religion without 
morality. ® 

They the truth 

With fuperfitions and traditions taint. Milton. 

A rev rent fear, luch fuper /lit ion reigns 
Among the rude, ev’n then poffiefs'd the fwains. Dryden 

2 . Talle religion ; reverence of beings not proper obieds of re- 
verence; falfeworfh ip. * F oDjectsotre- 

fitln^' had CCrtain ^ ueftions a S ainft him of their own fuper- 

3. Over-nicety; exadnefs too fcrupulous. ^ xxv. 19. 

bU A E /l S A I i TI °r US * {f u P er fi hieu ^ Fr. fuperfitiofus, Latin ] 
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